Reading A-Z
FLUENCY STANDARDS TABLE

Recommended reading rates, or words read per minute, for grades one through six
were examined from three separate research studies. The findings of these studies
were used by Reading A-Z to establish an average early and end reading rate per
grade level. Your student's reading rates can be compared to these average rates
as a way to determine whether they are making progress in their ability to recognize
words automatically. The comparison can also be used to determine whether a
student's reading rate is near the grade level standard. For example, a beginning
third grade student with a reading rate of 110 WPM can be considered on level.
However, a third grade student with a reading rate of 60 WPM is recognizing words
at a rate similar to a first grader and will likely need additional instructional support to
increase his or her reading rate.

READING A-Z FLUIDIC RATE
WORDS PER MINUTE (WPM)

GRADE FIRST QUARTER SECOND QUARTER THIRD QUARTER FOURTH QUARTER

1 50 55 60 70

2 70 80 90 100
3 100 115 120 130
4 130 135 135 140
5 140 145 150 160
6 160 160 165 170
7 170 180 192 202
8 204 204 204 204

FORMULA FOR FINDING THE FLUIDIC RATE OR WORDS PER MINUTE

(NUMBER OF WORDS READ IN A PASSAGE +~ NUMBER OF SECONDS READ) X 60 = WPM



